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Guide to Suwa Taisha Kamisha Honmiya
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Suwa Taisha is one of the oldest shrines in Japan. It was built on this location after the establishment of Shinano Province to enshrine Japan's guardian detties.
Also known as Shinanonokuni-ichinomiya (literally the number one shrine in Shinano Province), this shrine is strongly associated with worship of the Imperial
Family and samurai classes in addition to reqular Shinto worship. Suwa Taisha is the Grand Head Shrine of the more than 10,000 Suwa Shrines in Japan.
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¥ The area around the San-no-hashira (Third Pillar)
! and Yon-no-hashira Fourth P|I|ar @ is off limits.
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@ ﬁ‘fiﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ Chokushiden (Imperial Envoy Hall) and Gokenro (Five-ken Gallery)

@ ﬁlﬂﬁ@i Chokuganden (Imperial Prayer Hall)
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The Chokushiden is a hall where envoys from the Imperial Court sat and
where various rituals were performed. The lower Gokenro is said to be where
Suwa Taisha priests were seated.
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It is said that in the past this hall was used for ceremonies and prayers,
which were offered for the Imperial Court and some feudal lords. The current
structure was built by the Takashima Clan in year 3 of the Genroku era (1690).

® 4 B% Haiden (Worship Hall)
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Built in year 10 of the Bunsei era (1827), this is the largest structure
in Kamisha (Upper Shrine). It is said that Daidai Kagura (grand kagura
performances) and Yudate (kagura ceremonies) were once held here on a
daily basis. The large taiko drum inside dates from the Edo period, and is
currently only played on New Year's Day.
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The structure on the left side is called the Higashi Hoden (East Treasure
Hall), and the one on the right side the Nishi Hoden (West Treasure Hall).
The buildings are rebuilt alternately every time the Onbashira-sai (Sacred
Pillar Festival) is held.These halls correspond to the main hall of an ordinary
shrine, and an omikoshi (portable festival shrine) is stored inside.
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Located between the two Hoden Halls, the gate burnt down in year 10 of
the Tensho era (1582), but was rebuilt in year 13 of the Keicho era (1608)
thanks to donations from Tokugawa leyasu as a wish for peace and security
in the nation.
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The main shrine is in typical "Suwa-zukuri" style and has no main hall. The Haiden
(Worship Hall) and the Heiden (Hall of Offerings)are located at the front with a
Katahaiden (long hall of worship) on each side. The hall was bumed down by the
forces of Oda Nobunaga in year 10 of the Tensho era (1582), but was rebuilt in
year 3 of the Genna era (1617). Later, in year 9 of the Tempo era (1838), the
hall was rebuilt principally by Tatekawa Washiro Tomimasa Il. With its stunning
carved detalls, this hall is considered a masterpiece of the Tatekawa style.

@ &F#i Onbashira (Sacred Pillars)
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These large fir trees in the four comners of the shrine are replaced during the Onbashira
Festival (officially named "Shikinen Zoei Mihashira Taisai") held every six years (traditionally
counted as seven), in the year of the Tiger and the year of the Monkey. The largest pillars
are about 17 meters tall and weigh over 10 tons. They are dragged from the mountain
to the shrine and stood in place by human power alone. When entering from the Higashi
Sando, the second pillar is visible on the right, the first pillar comes into view further down
the corridor, and the third and fourth pillars stand in the woods in the south of the shrine.
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