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Guide to Suwa Taisha Kamisha Maemiya
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Maemiya Honden (Main Hall) is about 200 meters above Uchimitamaden (Inner Treasure Hall). This shrine was
previously attached to the main shrine. The propitious site, on a hill with abundant water and sunlight, is said to be the

birthplace of the Suwa faith, where God Suwa first took up residence.
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Chozuya (place for purifying hands and mouth) ® %4 K Komainu (Guardian Dogs)

(D #94E Onbashira (Sacred Pillars)
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These large fir trees in the four corners of the shrine
are replaced during the Onbashira Festival (officially
named "Shikinen Zoei Mihashira Taisai" ) held every
six years (traditionally counted as seven), in the
year of the Tiger and the year of the Monkey. The
largest pillars are about 17 meters tall and weigh
over 10 tons. They are dragged from the mountain
to the shrine and stood in place by human power
alone. Going clockwise and starting from the pillar
at the front right as you face the hall, the pillars are
numbered first, second, third and fourth.
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Located on a hill with plenty of water and good
sunlight, this Hall is said to be the birthplace of the
Suwa faith, where God Suwa first took up residence.
The current main hall was built with materials from a
shrine in Ise in year 7 of the Showa era (1932).
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This area is called Goubara (Sacred Fields) , and
is said to be where God Suwa first appeared. In the
distant past, the Masumi Mirror, the Yasaka Bell,
a sacred saddle and other sacred treasures were
stored here.
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This name comes from the fact that the structure
has a frontage of about three "ken" (approximately
5.5 meters) and a depth of about ten “ken”
(approximately 18 meters). It is here that the
Kamisha's largest ritual, the “Onto-sai" (Sacred
Head Festival), is held. Also called Tori-no-Matsuri.
In the past, 75 fresh deer heads were offered, but
today stuffed deer heads and the meat of animals,
birds and fish are placed before the gods.
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Worshipers purify their hands and CEDNTLET,

mouth here. They are lion-shaped guardian dogs sitting
in a pair at the left and right sides. They
are imaginary animals and said to be the
messengers of the god.
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It is the sacred gateway at the entrance of a shrine.
It symbolically separates the holy world inside from
the secular world outside.



